THE MANUSCRIPTS
Historical MSS. relating to Wales were collected by Cotton and
the Harleys as forming part of British history (the earliest authority
on Howel the Good, for example, is the Harleian tenth-century MS.
of the jdnnales Cambriae\ and the Museum is incomparably rich in
early copies of the Laws in the Venedotian, Dimetian and Gwentian
Codes, while the Harleys, whose home was in the Marches, were
interested in Welsh lands and genealogies; Robert Harley bought,
for example, of the collection formed by the four Randle Holmes,
heralds of Chester. Though the Museum has not one of the four
Ancient Books of Wales, it has great collections of the poetry, mostly
in copies made by antiquaries, such as the Book of Sir Thomas
Wiliems (MS. Add. 31055), and the collections made and copied
in the eighteenth century by the three Morris brothers of Anglesey
and the enthusiastic Welsh antiquary Owen Jones (1741-1814). The
Morrisian collection (Add. MSS. 14962-15089) went to the Cymm-
rodorion Society, and the Jones or Myvyrian (Add. MSS. 14866-
14961) to the Governors of the Welsh School in London; both were
transferred to the Museum in 1844. Among the rery few surviving
monuments of the lost Cornish tongue are a mystery play (Harl.
MS. 1867) and a Latin-Cornish glossary (Cotton MS. Vesp. A.xiv).
IRISH: An important part of the Irish collection came by the purchase
in 1852 of the collection formed by the historian James Hardiman.
But such early monuments as the copy made in 15,17 of the sixteenth
century recantation of the Tale of Deirdre (Egerton MS. 1782)
have been acquired singly. Of the founders the Harleys contributed
most; the Gospels written at Armagh (Harl. MS. 1802) may be
mentioned.
A MS. catalogue was compiled in 1849 ty Eugene Curry. The
published catalogue came much later:
Catalogue of Irish Manuscripts,   Vols, I-IL    1926.
Vol. I, by Standish H. O'Grady, was commenced in 1886 and nearly all
printed in 1889-92, but the scale grew and O'Grady died in 1915. Vol. II
is by Dr. R. Flower, and the work is to be completed by a third volume,
to contain introduction and index. O'Grady, who was not a member of the
Museum Staff, is described by Dr. Flower as "by early initiation and eager
275